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TEXT:  Matthew 5:38-48 
THEME:  IS JESUS REALLY SERIOUS? 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
Can Jesus really be serious?  Did you hear what he said in the Gospel lesson, 
in his Sermon on the Mount?  “Love your enemies.  Pray for those who 
persecute you.”  Can Jesus really be serious?  Oh, yes, most certainly he is 
serious.  These are words from the holy Son of God.  He doesn’t make jokes 
when he speaks to us. 
 
But how can it be?  The standard of “eye for eye, tooth for tooth” was in the 
Old Testament civil law given by God himself; it seems quite reasonable to 
me.  But what Jesus demands here is so much more; it runs counter to our 
very nature.  “I’m not going to let anyone push me around or take advantage 
of me!  Just let someone try, and they’ll soon find out what a mistake they’ve 
made.  I’ll let them have it!  I’ll give them a piece of my mind!”  (Unfortunately, 
some people have given away so many pieces of their mind that they seem to 
have very few pieces left.)  To be sure, the world would be a lot better place to 
live in if everyone did what Jesus here commands.  But since “they” don’t, I 
won’t! 
 
But wait just a minute.  We are in a worship service.  Already we have 
confessed our sins and received forgiveness.  We are dressed in the 
perfection which Jesus himself gives us when he forgives our sins.  Jesus has 
called us children of his own Father.  We will call God that too in a few 
minutes when we pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven.”   
 
So, let’s listen to Jesus’ words in the light of these facts.  You have been 
forgiven.  You are a forgiven child of God.  What will you do now that you have 
been made a member of God’s own family because of that forgiveness?  Will 
you go back to wallow in the sins of “Me first!” and “Get out of my way!”?  
That’s the way people behave who have no Father in heaven, no Savior-
brother in Jesus.  But that’s not you! 
 
Jesus’ words certainly make it clear that we will always need forgiveness.  But 
at the same time, Jesus is serious as he calls us to a life that puts everyone 
else first, because God and our Savior have put us first.  With such a God and 
such a Savior, we can afford to strive to be last, so that in all things God may 
be first. 
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But you may still be thinking, “Yeah, yeah, I know all that.  But did you hear 
what he said?”  Love my enemies?  Pray for those who persecute me?  Pray 
for those who cheat me?  Pray for those who take advantage of me?  IS 
JESUS REALLY SERIOUS? 
 
The answer is still, “Yes!”  Oh, yes; he is deadly serious.  Because that’s what 
he did!  At the cross, his first words were, “Father, forgive them!”  Indeed, 
that was the whole point of the cross, that he might win forgiveness for all who 
put him there.  That includes you and me who by nature were also his 
enemies.  And his Father still gives sunshine and rain and all the blessings 
they bring to each of us, even when we have behaved as the evil and the 
unrighteous. 
 
All of it God gives us in order to win us to himself.  All of it he sends so that 
more and more we will see in God a loving Father and in Jesus our perfect 
Savior for time and for eternity.  That’s love! 
 
“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  That’s how 
we show that Jesus has won us by his live and labor for our salvation.  The 
love he calls for is not a warm and fuzzy feeling for those who treat us as 
enemies.  Rather, it is the behavior of children who love to imitate their Father.  
Jesus wants us to seek and pray for what is best for those who wish us the 
worst—as he did. 
 
How do we do that?  We repay hostility with kindness.  We strive to return 
cruel words with gentleness, harsh treatment with forgiveness.  In it all we 
pray for their conversion and seek opportunities to share the message of the 
Savior’s love in which we live, a love that is for them as much as it is for us.   
 
Is any of that easy?  Does it work?  Well, the message of his love worked for 
you, didn’t it?  You now are a forgiven child of God and an heir of heaven.  It 
may also work on those who are moved by your imitation of Christ to seek the 
source of your life in him.  But whether they are converted and change their 
behavior, or not and become even more hostile, by loving your enemies and 
praying for those who persecute you, you will grow closer in your life to Jesus 
who loved you and gave himself for you. 
 
So, again, is Jesus really serious about all this?  Oh, yes, and thanks be to 
God that he is!  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

We praise and adore you, O Lord, for your goodness and 
mercy endure forever.  You are merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  You do not deal 
with us according to our transgressions.  As high as the 
heavens are above the earth, so great is your steadfast love 
toward those who fear you.  As far as the east is from the 
west, so far do you remove our transgressions from us. 
 
In spite of your grace toward us, we must confess that we 
often do not deal so graciously with others.  When our 
neighbor offends us, we tend to pay him or her back in kind.  
We often think that we must take judgment and justice into 
our own hands, especially when the offender is not one of 
your followers.  For permitting our old evil nature to rise up 
within us and seek revenge, forgive us, O Lord.  For being 
friendly only to those who are friendly to us, we ask your 
forgiveness. 
 
Bless us with the gift of your Holy Spirit, for only with his help 
can we please you with the deeds of our lives as we love our 
enemies and pray for those who persecute us.  Keep us 
steadfast in the faith so that we may stand before you, 
clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
 
Help us to forgive those who offend us.  This we ask in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 
 


